A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
when all sorts of old traditions and myths were gathered in what
has since been called the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Because this
end of the ninth century witnessed the revival of Latin, it wit-
nessed a better ordering of religion, the uses of which, of course,
depended upon the Latin tongue. Alfred even organized
something of an armed force and of a navy, and we owe to him
an institution which has been ill-understood, the Danish tribute
or subsidy. This Danegeld, as people like to call it nowadays,
was not a mere effort to buy off pirate attacks; it was rather an
effort to incorporate and use as a fighting force the small number
of pirates who had settled in England. They were but a few
thousand, but they had, many of them, got hold of landed
estates; they were wealthy out of proportion to their numbers.
And they were all fighters, while the mass of the English
population were below the fighting class, and some two-thirds of
them were serfs. This policy of attempting to incorporate the
raiders into the island society partly succeeded. It might have
succeeded altogether but for the failure of a more violent policy,
which attempted to terrorize the pirates a hundred years later.
The Further Recovery. Alfred died in 900 or 901 * The
century after his time—the tenth century—was, on its largest
lines, a fairly peaceful transformation of the relations between
the ancient Roman civilization of Britain and the bands of
Scandinavians who looked for adventure and wealth by attacking
it. This change took the form of England's becoming much
more one realm than it had ever been before, and also of a
gradual introduction of the Scandinavian to European civiliza-
tion—that is, to the Mass, baptism, letters, and the general marks
of our culture. And in this Christianizing and civilizing of
Scandinavia (which was still only partly accomplished at the end
of the hundred years) England played the largest part. English
influence began to extend over Scandinavia as the Gallic armies
had long before extended over the Germans the traditions of
civilization and of Rome.
Alfred's son Edward, called the Elder, to distinguish him
from later Edwards such as the Confessor, began tentatively to
reoccupy the North, a task which his sister's husband had
already undertaken before Alfred died. He reigned twenty-four
years. His son Athelstan, who succeeded to him at thirty,
marked another step. He was more really in power over England
than anyone had been before him, and the island began to count
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